
 

“A Creative Spirituality: The Celtic Perspective” 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

After Patrick’s extraordinary missionary effort in the 5th 

century, Christianity thrived in Ireland, taking on a distinct 

flavour because of its isolation from the rest of Christendom. 

Intentional Christian communities - monasteries for both men 

and women – sprouted up all over Ireland and thrived as 

centres of spiritual growth, scriptural study, artistic expression, 

self-sustaining agriculture, and hospitality to the vulnerable of 

society. Though destroyed by Viking raids in the 10th and 11th 

centuries, their legacy lives on and continues to inspire us today 

in what we call “Celtic Spirituality.” The prayers, poetry, stories, 

wisdom, illuminated manuscripts, high crosses, and beautiful artistry that survive today give us 

insight into the rich, creative faith of Celtic Christians. The “Creative Faith” pilgrimage will allow 

you to enter into the world of these Celtic Christians and find inspiration for your own faith 

journey today, revitalizing your own creative expression of faith through prayer, creative writing, 

art, music, and social action.  

 

 

PILGRIMAGE DIRECTOR - REV. KIRAN YOUNG WIMBERLY  

Rev. Kiran Young Wimberly is an ordained Presbyterian Church (USA)minister and has worked as 

the Pilgrimage Director with the Centre for Celtic Spirituality in Armagh, Northern Ireland, linking 

international pilgrims with Celtic Christian heritage and reconciliation work through pilgrimages, 

retreats, sabbaticals, and study tours. She accompanies groups on their journeys as a practical 

and spiritual guide, offering insight from the Celtic Christian tradition, pastoral support, daily 

worship and theological reflection to help pilgrims get the most out of their experience and apply 

learnings to their daily lives. Kiran was trained at Princeton Theological Seminary, has served in 

congregational ministry, and has two young children. 

 

 

DAY ONE  DUBLIN  

 

Arrive at Dublin Airport in a.m. Meet private coach, drive to Trinity College Dublin to see 

the Book of Kells, then travel to our accommodation at Emmaus Retreat and Conference 

Centre.  

Evening: welcome, introduction to pilgrimage program.  Overnight Dublin. 

 

DAY TWO GLENDALOUGH  

 

Visit the 9th c. monastic city of Glendalough to learn about St Kevin’s monastic 

community and have time for prayer and reflection in this ancient, sacred place with Fr 

Michael Rogers. 

 

Evening: group worship and reflection on the day, followed by free time and early to bed. 

Overnight:  Dublin 

 

DAY THREE  CELTIC CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY 

 

Day on Celtic Christian Spirituality led by Dr. Johnston McMaster.  Time for personal 

reflection, group worship and reflection, walking the countryside, a workshop on Celtic 

Prayer, and creative artistic expression will be scattered throughout the day. Overnight 

Dublin. 

 

DAY FOUR  NEWGRANGE, MONASTERBOYCE and ARMAGH 

  



Visit the pre-Christian, megalithic site Newgrange and the Celtic Crosses of 

Monasterboice to witness ancient expressions of spiritual creativity. Travel to 

accommodation in Armagh. 

Overnight Armagh 

 

 

DAY 5    ARMAGH, STRANGFORD LOUGH, BELFAST 

 

Sunday morning worship in the Church of Ireland Cathedral. Follow in the footsteps of 

St Patrick, who through his creative interpretation of the Christian faith did much to 

ignite the flame of Christianty in Ireland. Visit the beautiful area of Strangford Lough area, 

including the St Patrick’s Centre, Downpatrick Cathedral, and Saul Church. 

 

Accommodation at Belfast hotel. Evening: attend an evening worship service of your 

choice or free time to explore the city centre. 

Overnight Belfast 

 

DAY 6   BELFAST and CORRYMEELA 

 

Morning: tour of Belfast. Afternoon: hear from grassroots organizations about 

creative efforts towards Peace and Reconciliation in Northern Ireland today.  

 

Late afternoon: Travel up the North Coast via the Giant’s Causeway, one of the great 

natural wonders of Ireland to new accommodation at the Corrymeela Community  

Evening: group reflections, free time to explore Ballycastle, and worship with the 

Corrymeela Community at 9pm. 

Overnight Corrymeela 

 

 

DAY 7     CORRYMEELA COMMUNITY 

 

Morning worship at 9am, followed by a program on creative praxis led by Corrymeela 

staff : how our spirituality is lived out creatively in a world where there is still a great 

need for reconciliation and peace-building. After lunch: final discussions and closing Celtic 

Eucharist. 

 

Late afternoon: return to accommodation in Belfast. Concluding dinner with members of 

the Centre for Celtic Spirituality, evaluation, and goodbyes.  

 Overnight Belfast 

 

DAY 8   DEPARTURE 

 

 Travel to Belfast International/City Airport or Dublin Airport for departure. 

 

 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF TOUR 

Trinity College & the Book of Kells 

Prayer and reflection at St. Kevin’s Monastic Community Celtic spirituality led by Fr Michael 

Rogers  

Newgrange – Unesco World Heritage Site 

The Centre for Celtic Spirituality’s annual conference “The Art of Celtic Christianity” 

Strangford Lough 

Giants Causeway 

Peace & Reconciliation in Northern Ireland 

 

 

ACCOMMODATION  



3 Nights Emmaus Retreat Centre, Dublin www.emmauscentre.ie 

1 Nights Armagh City Hotel www.armaghcityhotel.com 

2 Nights Jury’s Inn, Belfast www.jurysinn.com/BelfastHotels 

1 Night Corrymeela Centre www.corrymeela.org 

 

 

COST OF LAND ONLY PACKAGE 

 

€1125.60 per person sharing.  Dollar equivalent : USD per person sharing 

 

Single Supplement €1274.40 per person or USD 

** Pricing is based on the exchange rate of Euro to the dollar and if the rate changes, price may 

change.  For current exchange rate, visit www.xe.com 

 

 

This Price Includes the Following: 

• Coach hire  

• Accommodation for seven nights 

• Pilgrimage Director from the Centre of Celtic Spirituality  

 

Admission fees to the following attractions: 

• Trinity College Dublin 

• Glendalough Visitor Centre 

• Newgrange 

• Monasterboice 

• St. Patrick’s Centre 

• Downpatrick Cathedral 

• Saul Church 

• Giants Causeway 

 

Lunches and dinners in the following: 

• Breakfast each morning in all accommodation venues 

• Lunch on the day of arrival 

• 3 dinners at Emmaus Retreat Centre 

• 2 dinners at Jury’s Inn Belfast 

• 1 dinners at Armagh City Hotel 

• 1 dinner at Corrymeela 

 

Additional Items & Input from local experts include: 

• Fr. Michael Rogers 

• Dr. Johnston McMaster 

• Creative Spirituality Conference 

• Spirituality workshop 

• Tour of Belfast City 

• Talks on creative efforts towards peace and reconciliation in Belfast 

• Creative praxis led by Corrymeela staff 

• Daily worship, reflection, and application to home contexts led by Pilgrimage Director 

 

INPUT FROM LOCAL EXPERTS 

Rev. Dr Johnston McMaster 

Assistant Professor and Programme Co-ordinator, Education for 

Reconciliation 

Johnston McMaster is lecturer and co-ordinator of the Education for 

Reconciliation programme, Irish School of Ecumenics, Belfast.  His 

http://www.xe.com/


doctorate is from Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, Evanston, USA on Methodist 

Stewardship in Irish Politics.  The research was interdisciplinary including history, theology and 

politics and critically examined the period from the first Home Rule Bill of 1886 to the Anglo-Irish 
Agreement of 1985. 

Dr McMaster has co-authored Communities of Reconciliation: Living Faith in the Public Place and 

Churches Working Together: A Practical Resource.  A co-authored chapter is included in an ISE 

Festschrift, Towards a Life-Giving Ethic: Engaging Biblical Texts of Violence in the Violent Context 

of Northern Ireland.  He is the author of Churches on the Edge: Responding Creatively to a 

Changing Time and has contributed chapters to publications and journals on Ethical 

Remembering: Commemoration in a New Context, Living Towards the Vision: A Theological Praxis 

of Conflict Resolution, The Role of Religion in Making Peace and Reconciliation in Northern 

Ireland, An Inter-Religious Cartography of Peace.  His most recent publication was A Passion for 

Justice: Social Ethics in the Celtic Tradition. 

Dr McMaster has been involved in the development of a community education programme for 

Northern Ireland and the Border Counties.  This includes the development of teaching 

methodologies, curriculum design and delivery.  He has lectured in Eastern Europe, Sri Lanka, 

South Korea and the USA and has been involved in the development of inter-church fora in 

Northern Ireland.  He has also been engaged as consultant with statutory and voluntary sectors 

in Northern Ireland and chairs a number of initiatives as well as working collaboratively with 
community relations networks. 

Dr McMaster’s areas of interest and on-going research include reconciliation and peacebuilding, 

socio-political hermeneutics, empire studies, faith after Christendom, Celtic Christianity and 

spirituality, ethical remembering, social ethics and inter-faith dialogue.  He is currently engaged 

in researching and writing a book on Skills for a Ministry of Reconciliation, and has planned 

another on Decommissioning a Culture of Violence: Towards an Irish theology of Active Non-

Violence.  Forthcoming contributions to publications will include Hikma, Hokmah, Sophia as an 

Abrahamic Ethic for Life: Fethullah Gülen in Dialogue with the Wisdom Traditions of Judaism and 

Christianity, On Fire with the Justice of God: Re-reading Romans as a Political Proclamation 
Towards a Desired Future and Acknowledging the Past Through Visioning the Future. 

Areas of expertise 

Celtic spirituality and contemporary social ethics, communities of reconciliation, religion and 

violence, the shape of faith in a post-Christendom era, peacebuilding in Northern Ireland, socio-
political biblical hermeneutics  

Courses taught 

Education 

Doctor of Ministry, Garrett-Evangelical Seminary, North Western University, Evanston, Illinois 

 

 

 


