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HIGH CROSSES OF IRELAND 

Day 1 – Departure to Ireland 

Day 2 –– Dublin, Capital City of Ireland. 

On arrival at Dublin airport we will meet our guide and driver who will transfer by coach to Dublin city 

centre. Check-in at the hotel in the afternoon.  Today, we will enjoy a panoramic tour of Dublin and 

see the statue lined O’Connell St., Georgian Squares, and Phoenix Park before we check into 

our accommodation.    In the afternoon we will visit the Dublinia museum and see what life was like 

onboard a Viking warship. We will learn of their long and challenging voyages, their weaponry and the 

skills of being a Viking warrior.   We will be able to check into our accommodation from 3pm. 

www.belvederehotel.ie (B) 

Day 3  - Trinity College & The Book of 

Kells 

Today we will visit the National Museum, 

Kildare St where we will see the many Celtic 

artifacts displayed there. The exhibitions include the 

finest collection of prehistoric gold artefacts in 

western Europe, outstanding examples of 

metalwork from the Celtic Iron Age and the 

Museum’s world-renowned collection of medieval ecclesiastical objects and jewellery. Afterwards, we 

will visit Trinity College and see the Book of Kells, the most richly illuminated of Ireland’s medieval 

manuscripts.  

 O/N Dublin www.belvederehotel.ie (B) 

Day 4 - High Crosses at Moone & Castledermot 

This morning we depart Dublin and travel to Moone, Co Kildare.  We will meet 

our local expert at Bolton Abbey and he will accompany us on our visit to the 

crosses at Moone and Castledermot.   At Moone we will see the second tallest high 

cross in Ireland. The shape of which is quite unique, and consists of three parts, the 

upper part and base were discovered in the graveyard of the abbey in 1835 and re-

erected as a complete cross, but in 1893 the middle section of the shaft was 

discovered and the cross was finally reconstructed to its original size, now standing 

at 17.5 feet the cross has been erected inside the ruins of the medieval church.   

We will also spend time at high cross at Castledermot before we check into our 

accommodation in Carlow. 

O/N CARLOW www.sevenoakshotel.com/ (B) 

Day 5 – Ahenny High Cross & Rock of Cashel  

Our first stop is to view the Ahenny High Cross .  We will then continue to the Rock of Cashel.  

Towering over the town from its perch on a 200 foot high outcrop of limestone, the Rock was once the 

seat of the Kings of Munster. It was visited by St Patrick in 450 and Brian Boru was crowned King of 

Ireland here in the 10th century. Granted to the church in the 1100s by the O'Brien clan king, the Rock 
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became the seat of the archbishop and it was at this time that Cormac's Chapel was built. In 1647 the 

Rock was ransacked by Cromwellian forces under the 

leadership of Lord Inchiquin.  

Today the impressive stone walls enclose a round tower, the 

cathedral, a 12th century romanesque chapel, high crosses 

and other structures. The gothic cathedral dates back to the 

13th century and includes a central square tower and living 

quarters. The steps of the tower lead to the summit roof 

walk. The smaller structure of Cormac's Chapel displays 

some typical romanesque features while the Hall of the 

Vicar's Choral at the entrance to the Rock is a 15th century 

house which has been recently restored.  

After our visit we will continue our journey to Killarney to 

our accommodation at Kathleen’s Country House in Killarney.  O/N KILLARNEY www.kathleens.net 

(B) 

Day 6 - Ring of Kerry. 

The Ring of Kerry is one of the most scenic routes in Ireland. 

Beginning and ending in Killarney, it traces the coastline of the 

Iveragh Peninsula. The combination of ocean, islands, 

mountains with its many towns and villages makes it an 

exciting journey of discovery.  Along the route you will see 

Skellig Michael in the distance one of the most famous and 

impressive sites from the ancient Christian world which can 

still be seen today in its original and true form. It is a 

monastic site sitting on the top of a rock in the middle of the 

wild Atlantic Ocean.  The highlights of your tour include 

Stone Circle, Kenmare Molls Gap and Ladies View which 

provide the best views of the Lakes of Killarney.   

O/N KILLARNEY (B) 

Day 7 – Saturday – Dingle Penninsula 

We will meet with Denis Ryan our local facilitator in the 

beautiful village of Dingle.  Denis will accompany us on our 

exploration of the Dingle Peninsula.  On the way visiting the 

beautiful estate once owned by Lord Ventry, and there we 

see a group of Ogham stones and learn about the earliest 

form of Celtic writing dating from the 4th century.  As we 

will see the fort is spectacularly situated on the edge of the 

sheer cliffs which made it easier to defend as it could only be 

attacked from the landward side. The site features a series of 

defensive banks and a high banked stonewall through which 

we enter the fort. With its amazing views of the Atlantic Ocean, National Geographic magazine has 

named this one of the most stunning places in Ireland. We continue to an area called Fahan where we 

see the largest collection of stone dwellings in Ireland. These buildings, known as ‘beehive huts’ 

because of their shape were built and inhabited in early Christian times by a people about which we 

know very little but this only adds to the air of mystery, which surrounds this settlement. As we leave 
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Fahan we reach the famous Slea head, here we get the beautiful and panoramic views of the Blasket 

Islands, a group of seven Islands, the largest and most famous of which is the Great Blasket Island. We 

can also see from here the famous ‘Sleeping Giant’ (Inis Tuaisceart) and also the stone Calvary gleaming 

in the sun (sometimes), which is built as a memorial to the many seamen who lost their lives in this 

treacherous stretch of sea. Included in this are the 297 crewmembers of the Santa Maria de la Rossa, the 

flagship of the Spanish Armada, which sank here in a storm on the 21st September 1588.   We will drive 

alongside the Atlantic and see the Blasket Islands from a different angle. Rounding the bend at Graig we 

get another wonderful panoramic view of Sybil head, Clogher head and the Three Sisters 

mountain range right around to Mount Brandon, the highest peak on the Dingle peninsula.  On the 

outskirts of Ballyferriter we will visit Riasc monastic settlement, which has the beautiful and historic 

Reasc stone. Not far from here is the jewel in the crown of West Kerry, Gallarus oratory. Built by 

monks in the 7th century this structure has survived almost intact to this day. 

Our next site, will be the complex at Kilmalkedar, where a 12th-century Romanesque church is the focal 

point of a site where we will also see a holy well, an ogham stone, a large Latin cross, an early medieval 

sundial (one of only 9 surviving examples in the country) and the 6th-century Alphabet stone. 

We will have some free time to explore the quaint and popular town of Dingle before returning to 

Killarney.  O/N KILLARNEY (B) 

Day 8 -  The Burren & Poulnabrone 

This morning we will depart Killarney.  We will continue to the 

Burren in Co Clare to Dysert O’Dea Church, which stands on the 

site of an early Christian monastery, dates mainly from the 12th 

century. Its most famous feature is the Romanesque Doorway. 

Near the church’s north western corner stands the remains of a 

Round Tower.  The High Cross, situated east of the church, dates 

from the 12th century and is one of the finest examples of its kind 

in Ireland. We will continue to the Poulnabrone Dolmen which 

is also called a portal tomb dates back to the Neolithic, probably 

between 4200 BC to 2900 BC. The burial chamber was 25 cm 

deep. The dolmen is made up of a large single capstone that rests 

on two portal stones, two more orthostats, and an end stone. The 

portal stones are each 1.8 m tall.  We will continue to our 

accommodation in Kilfenora Hostel. 

This evening we will attend Ceili Dancing lessons followed by a 

traditional Irish Ceili in Vaughans Pub. 

 

Day 9 – Kilfenora Cathedral & Cliffs of Moher  

This morning we will visit the Burren Centre in Kilfenora where you 

get an introduction to the visual delights and ancient mysteries of Ireland, 

it will take you back through to a time when this area lay beneath a warm 

tropical sea. Follow the story of the formation of the Burren's lunar 

landscape where man hunted bear, and wolves roamed the forests.  Study 

the complex and unique environment which allows plants and flowers, 

not normally found together in the same country, to share the same rock 

crevices.  We will visit Kilfenora Cathedral, the Cathedral was 
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constructed in 1189 on the site of a monastery founded in the 6th century by St Fachtna.  The cathedral, 

which was built in the transitional style, features many fine carvings and the remains of three high 

crosses, including the Doorty Cross.   

Next  stop is the Cliffs of Moher.  The Cliffs are 214m 

high at the highest point and range for 8 kilometers over 

the Atlantic Ocean on the western seaboard of County 

Clare. O'Brien's Tower stands proudly on a headland of the 

majestic Cliffs. From the Cliffs one can see the Aran Islands, 

Galway Bay, as well as The Twelve Pins, the Maum Turk 

Mountains in Connemara and Loop Head to the South.  

We return to our overnight accommodation at 

Kilfenora Hostel.  www.kilfenorahostel.com . B 

Day 10 – Monastic Site at Clonmacnoise 

Today we return to Dublin.  On route we visit the ancient monastic site at Clonmacnoise the site of 

St. Ciaran's Monastery, a tiny 9th century church believed to contain the tomb of the founder.    

Time permitting we will visit the High Cross at Durrow.  Overnight in Dublin. B 

Day11 – Newgrange, Monasterboice & Melifont Abbey   

This morning we will also see the Celtic Crosses of 

Monasterboice, some of the most in-tact high crosses in 

Ireland dating back over 1000 years.  We will visit Melifont 

Abbey, the first Cistercian monastery in Ireland founded in 

1142 by St Malachy of Armagh, it’s most unusual feature is the 

octagonal Lavabo c. 1200.   We then travel to the pre-

Christian, megalithic site Newgrange (2pm), a megalithic 

burial ground designated a World Heritage Site by UNESCO.   

We will return to Dublin for our overnight stay and enjoy our 

farewell dinner in Bewley’s Oriental café Dublin. B 

DAY 12   -  Day of Departure 

Transfer to airport. B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

file://KERRY/OurDocs/celtic%20website%202014/2015%20site/Sample%20Tours/Study%20&%20Academic%20Groups/Full%20tour%20High%20Crosses%20of%20Ireland/www.kilfenorahostel.com

